Our Mission, Every Day
Bringing the Power
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
to You and Everyone Else.
Share the Journey,
Don’t Go it Alone!

Church of the Assumption
Emerson, New Jersey

www.assumption-emerson.org

Our Vision
Having a Community of Unconditional
Acceptance, Built on a Common Journey
to Find Spiritual Fulfillment through the
Gospel Values of Jesus Christ and the
Teachings of the Roman Catholic Faith.
You Don’t Have to Go it Alone… Join Us!

In the Hebrew scriptures in the book of Proverbs 29:18
we hear the words “Without a vision the people perish.”
As the Shepherd of this local faith community of
Assumption, together with a small group of parishioners,
we have over these last 11 months put together a Vision
Statement that simply states where we all need to go
and how we can get there.

First and foremost we are called to love one another as
God loves us, unconditionally. We are called to come
together in unity with each other as we are all on a
common journey on this earth seeking spiritual
fulfillment, seeking union with God in a very specific
way, “through the gospel values of Jesus Christ and
the teachings of the Roman Catholic Faith.”
In life, it can at times seem we are all alone on the
journey. The good news is that you and I don’t have
to go it alone. Our parish is a support system, a faith
family, to encourage and support each other in a variety
of ways as we grow in faith, hope and love, until we are
one with God in the fullness of his Kingdom.
Come and join us, you can find community here at the
Church of the Assumption.

Our Mission
Bringing the Power of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to You and Everyone Else.
Share the Journey, Don’t Go it Alone!

The Church today is called to be a church of mission.
Why?
Simply because at one time the environment we live
in supported a life of faith, a Catholic culture. Society
supported a faith environment. Our Catholic people knew
the faith well, and practiced it regularly. The times have
changed and we just can not maintain the status quo
anymore.
We have to be outward looking, as our Holy Father Pope
Francis tells us in his Apostolic Exhortation “The Joy of
the Gospel.” that we are called to be a church that goes
out to the peripheries, that we must be a field hospital for
the wounded.

The Pope exhorts all of us to be missionary disciples.
This is our call given to each of us at Baptism and
Confirmation, to share the great gift of our Catholic faith
with all whom we encounter.
With a group of parishioners over these last 11 months
I have reflected on this call to mission. You might
remember that in the past the parish had given out a
“Lost Sheep Packet“ to encourage those who were not
practicing their faith to come home and do so.
Putting a short mission statement into words can help
to focus all of us to be what we are about each day as
faithful Catholic people. As a people of faith we believe
there is spiritual power in the Gospel message of Jesus
and having embraced this gospel ourselves, we can
transmit it in word and action to each other every day.
My prayer is that all of us will embrace this mission as a
way of life, each of us in our own way with our gifts and
talents God has blessed us with, so we can be a bright
light of Jesus to all.

The Pillars & Planks

Church of the Assumption

The Four
Pillars

Before I came to
the parish, the
marketing
committee, a subgroup of the
Pastoral Council,
developed four
specific directions
they felt the parish
needed to move in.
Those directions became our Four Pillars:
To deepen and be more effective in Communication to the wider parish family.
To embrace more fully the mission of Evangelization, bringing the Gospel
message to others and helping others develop and grow in a personal
encounter with Jesus.
To build Community through spiritual and social events that would promote
relationships among us.
To inspire fiscal responsibility, by encouraging Stewardship - the sharing of
time talent and treasure.

The Four Planks

The four pillars might be likened to the foundation of a building, To
evangelize, to communicate, to build community and to share time talent
and treasure are the heart of what we are called to be about as a Parish
family. Where does this all lead us is the essential question?
Over these last 11 months the marketing committee and I have reflected on
four planks that remind us of what we are all about as Church.
Our most powerful evangelical tool is the Mass, the Eucharistic liturgy where
God nourishes us through his living Word, and in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. While we come together for mass Daily, it is the weekend
where as missionary disciples we can touch the most people. To create on
an Ongoing basis, an Exceptional Weekend Experience where hearts are
touched by the gospel message is most important.
This can lead all of us to embrace more deeply the call to Discipleship,
the Commitment to follow Jesus. Since we are called to reach out beyond
ourselves we are called to Embrace Servant Leadership. This mean to be
the eyes and ears and hands and feet of Jesus in the World today. To serve
our brothers and sisters in their need in body mind and spirit. To make a
difference in this world. While we come to mass to pray we are called to
leave and go forth to serve others.
Whether we gather for faith or for fun, may the four planks guide us forward
to be all that Jesus is inviting us to be.
Our pastoral council has adopted the Mission and Vision Statements. I pray
you also, will embrace our mission and vision and join with us together here
in our parish, trusting that God will guide us and show us the way together.
Father Paul A. Cannariato, Pastor;
The Parish Pastoral Council; The Marketing Committee
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